
The most effective leaders in 

society are those rare  

individuals who can inspire 

their audience with a  

passion that can only come 

from personal experience. 

Joe Roberts is an  

inspirational example of 

overcoming adversity and 

managing change. In 1989 

he was living under a bridge 

as a homeless skid row 

street person.  

Today, Joe delivers  

his keynote messages at  

conferences, conventions 

and special events, teaching  

people “there’s more to you 

than you can see”. 

 

Skid Row 
CEO 

From Skidrow to CEO  
“There’s more to you than you can see” 

 
Have you ever wondered about the families touched by recovery?  
Seldom do we get to see the real impact recovery can have. 
 
In this keynote, Joe shares his story of redemption, a story that  
relates to the work you do every day. He teaches how anyone can 
transform and overcome perceived limitations and live their dreams 
with the right help and guidance. 
  
As you walk with Joe through the tough streets of East Vancouver in 
the 1980’s you will experience the depths and degradation of a  
former homeless drug addict, to the heights and triumph of a  
successful entrepreneur and philanthropist. You will see and feel  
how your work and policy made this happen and continues to do  
so in the lives of others.  
 
Joe’s story is a perfect fit for events that need a real story to  
emphasize the importance of the recovery investment.   
What better way to honour your guests with a story that relates  
on so many levels?  
 

Participants will leave with: 
 A feeling of being honoured and thanked for their individual contributions 

 A deep sense of gratitude 

 A real life example of how lives are touched when we invest in recovery 

 Seeing the possibility in those we serve 

 The importance of the work ahead of us 778-875-5202 
marie@josephroberts.ca 

www.skidrowceo.com  

JOE ROBERTS 

http://www.skidrowceo.com


COMMUNITY 

Abbottsford Police 
Beausoleil First Nations 
Brunswick Street Mission 
Boys and Girls Clubs 
Calgary Chamber of Commerce 
Canadian Centre for Substance Abuse 
College of Surgeons and Physicians 
Delta Police 
Edgewood Treatment Center 
Habitat for Humanity 
John Howard Society 
Ministry of Children and Families 
Ontario Addiction 
Ontario Provincial Police (OPP) 
Police Leadership Conference 
Salvation Army 
Saskatchewan Association of School Business Officials 
Saskatchewan Victims Unit – RCMP 
Squiala First Nation 
The Justice Institute 
UBC Sauder Business School 
Union Gospel Mission 
United Way 
Vancouver Adolescent Recovery Centre 
Vancouver Board of Trade 

Awards & Media 
Joe is the recipient of the Courage to Come Back Award, The Ontario Premiers Award, and was nominated by MacLean’s 

Magazine as one of ten Canadians that make a difference.  He also received Business in Vancouver’s 40 under 40 and 

Zoomer Magazine 45 over 45. Joe has appeared in the Globe and Mail, The Toronto Star, Canadian Business, MacLean’s 

Magazine, The Vancouver Province, CTV Nation News, Global National News and CBC National News to name a few of his 

media appearances.  Video clips and articles can be seen on the website. 

 
“The Skid Row to CEO message fit so well with our program and 

what we set out to accomplish through the event. Joe’s  
understanding of audience was obvious. He perfectly tailored his 
story to touch the hearts of all of us in the room. His delivery was 

fluid, punctual and inspiring. He also demonstrated  
incredible skill in tying his story to our story. Since Habitat Day  
I have had an increasing number of people explain to me how 

they were touched by Joe’s story and message.” 
Alfred Nikolai  - President and CEO 

Habitat for Humanity 
 

“We are exceptionally pleased with having chosen you for our 
closing keynote address; it was a formidable task indeed.  You 

took us on your life journey that was filled with energy, humour 
and moments of tears. Far more than a “motivational speech” 
your authenticity rang true to all and spoke to each of us at a 

personal and professional level” 
Michel Perron, CEO 

The Canadian Centre on Substance Abuse 
 

“Perhaps one of the most significant things you did was you 
made our donors feel good about their involvement by  

providing them with an actual person and life that has been 
touched by the kind of support the Brunswick Street Mission  

offers and you made it both real and tangible.” 
Leslie McLean—Co-chair, Brunswick Street  

Mission Annual Breakfast and Past Chair, Board of Directors  
of the Brunswick Street Mission 

 
“I commend you for your commitment to helping youth,  

And for carrying your message across the country.  
Your mission is inspiring; your approach is engaging;  

and, your determination is motivating.”  
Christy Clark, BC Premier 

 
“Joe Roberts’ inspiring story is one of determination, courage and 

overcoming adversity that reminds us of the power of  
believing that anything is possible. It is testament to the strength 

of the human spirit and what you can achieve when you  
set your mind to it.” 

Rick Hansen,  
Canada’s Man in Motion 

“there’s more to you 
than you can see”   

T E S T I M O N I A L S 

JOE ROBERTS 


